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GREAT BOOK, unless it is 
printed and distributed to millions, 
is worthless. The same is true 
with any theory, any proposition, 
any work, any man. You may be 
one of the best selling men in the country, but 
unless you wse that ability, no one will ever 
know it—and, since the world never acknowl- 
edges it, you'll doubt it yourself—in time! 

And you'll prove it only by Keeping On Keeping 
On, Only. The Bible has forced more human action 
than any piece of literature in history. The average 
sale of a ‘‘best seller’ is about Twenty-five Thousand 
during its entire life. Today, the Bible has a dazly 
sale of over Forty Thousand Copies! 

And how does it accomplish it? 

First, by having a very few fundamental truths, 
Something to Sell! Then, poetically, dramatically, 
dominantly repeating those truths, over and over 
again—a thousand, thousand ways! With the absolute 
knowledge that sooner or later you'll agree with them, 
come to see that they are right. In other words, by 
Keeping Right On Keeping On! 

And you, Good Friend, will be judged by the 
record that you make—not by your ability to make a 


record—so, Force Action! 
From “Keeping On Keeping On,” by James W. Elliott. 
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A Book Which Is Burning and Not 
Consumed 


By Dr. Lynn Harold Hough, President of Northwestern University 


The following address, delivered at Columbus, Ohio, on Bible Day in 1919, loses nothing in 


its forcefulness through the lapse of time. 


We have had it in hand for publication for 


many months, but paper shortage and other general publishing conditions have obliged 
us to limit the size of the RECORD, so that this is our first opportunity to present this inter- 


esting and valuable address to our readers. 


LITTLE while ago Professor William 

Lyon Phelps, professor of English litera- 

ture in Yale University, published an article 
regarding his early study of the Bible. 

He began by narrating his first experience in 
reading the Bible through. It seems that on 
that occasion his mother paid him five cents a 
week for reading in the Bible in such a fashion 
that he would complete the Bible in one year, 
with an understanding that one cent out of 
five should be given to the Sunday school on 
Sunday. It was a very early experience on 
his part of a definite income tax, he says. 

As time went on, although he found many of 
the stories extremely interesting, some parts 
of the Bible did not capture his young mind, 
and at last, in order to find interest in difficult 
passages, he hit upon a very original plan. 

He began to illustrate every chapter of the 
Bible, making crude but very vigorous and 
very vivid illustrations. However, he began 
to come to chapters that were difficult for a 
boy to illustrate, and finally he came to one 
chapter where the only sentence which seized 
upon his imagination was the sentence which 
had to do with all Creation groaning and 
travailing. It occurred to him that one ought 
to be able to illustrate that. 

But it happened that this small boy had 
just one experience of that kind, and that was 
an experience which had resulted from his 
eating a great many green apples; and his 
only immediate theory of all Creation groaning 
and travailing was some such experience gen- 
eralized until it included all humanity. And 
so he painted a large picture of a multitude of 
people, every man, woman, and child of them 
holding his sides in pain, with his theory that 
every one of them had eaten too many apples. 
When his mother looked upon it, she remarked 
that he had more theological insight than could 
be expected for a small boy; for after all the 
Biblical account did suggest that a good deal of 
the groaning and travailing had come from cer- 
tain experiences with apples at an early time. 


Now that kind of hearty and easy-going 
reading of the Bible on the part of a boy who 
is bent to the task, because it is a wise task, 
suggests exactly one of the difficulties about our 
contrary appreciation of the Bible, which 
comes from the fact that so often the Bible 
represents a duty rather than a passionate 
appeal; and as long as reading the Bible 
represents the dutiful carrying on of a per- 
fectly proper observance instead of the re- 
sponse of a human passion to the inreach of a 
divine passion, as long as that thing is true 
we never have any genuine possibility of under- 
standing the Bible. 

Its great words will not cut their way into 
our consciousness, its mighty phrases will not 
push their way into our hearts, and the tre- 
mendous and overwhelming impact of it will 
not master us by the sheer compulsion of their 
overwhelming power. Alfred Noyes put it 
this way when, speaking of a certain type of 
preacher, he said: ‘‘ You chatter in church like 
jackdaws words that would wake the dead were 
there one breath of life in you or one drop 
of blood.” : 

And so the question of finding the vitality 
in the Book is a question of bringing vitality 
in the man; the question of finding splendor in 
the Book is a question of bringing aspiration 
into man. But there is one question which 
inevitably lifts itself in all the confusion and 
bewilderment and turmoil of our contrary 
situation. And that question is as to whether 
this ancient literature coming out of a type of 
life so foreign from anything which we know, 
coming out of a civilization so different in its 
past words, so different in its outlook, so differ- 
ent in its feeling about life, from ours; as to 
whether this ancient literature singing with all 
the remote music of a long past life can have 
any compulsion for us; as to whether it can 
have any commands for us; and especially, 
after all the hard and cruel experiences of the 
war, when it seems as if so many of our old 
views have been shattered and broken apart, 
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so manv of our.old idealisms have proven im- 
possible, so many of our old watchwords have 
proven false, the question lifts itself with a 
multitude of people with a good deal of prac- 
tical actuality: Has this old literature of the 
Old Testament and the New the capacity to 
unsheathe its sword, this commanding sword 
of the Spirit flashing in the sunlight of the new 
day? Has this ancient literature the capacity 
to cut its way to the very core of our conscious- 
ness, and to interpret life to us in the new day? 

A great many things have been burned up. 
A great many things have been absolutely 
destroyed in the conflagration of the last four 
years. Is the Bible yet alive? Is it. yet 
powerful? Has it yet that capacity for master- 
ing the mind and quickening the conscience, 
and warming the heart, and energizing the 
will? Does it possess these capacities in 
the terms of this new and contrary situation? 
Although so often it has been put into the 
furnace, so often it has been burned, is there 
something about it which cannot be consumed, 
and is it, in a literary sense, the very book 
which is burning but is not consumed? Now, 
of course, the answer to that question must lie 
along some such line of thought as this: Does 
the Bible so deeply come out of human experi- 
ence; does it so profoundly recite the relation 
of man to the deepest actualities of life; does 
it so adequately interpret the inrush of that 
strange and whispering voice which comes out 
of the silence of the unseen, and which is the 
voice of God? Does it with such deep and 
searching power move its way through the 
conscience? Does it do all these things in such 
fashion that whatever else changes, the simple 
and direct and mastering authenticity of this 
book remains? 

If this is true, we may indeed call it the book 
which is burning and not consumed; and if 
this is not true, there is no adequate sense in 
which we can call it the book which is burning 
and not consumed. 

And, of course, this very question answers 
some very significant questions for all of us. 
It is rather remarkable how much the Bible 
has survived. I have not time to speak about 
that in detail this afternoon. I think it is 
rather more remarkable that the Bible has 
survived its friends than it is that it has sur- 
vived its foes. 

For when I think of the cumulative and 
masterful and extraordinary misinterpretation 
of the Bible which has characterized multi- 
tudes of interpreters through centuries, the 
very marvel of it is that the simple and direct 
appeal of it has remained gripping to men. 

When I think of the perfectly pious and 
noble Christian men who at one period were 
sure that you could find three separate and 


different meanings in’ every phrase of the 
Bible, and those otherwise than pious men who 
were equally sure that you could find seven dif- 
ferent meanings in every sentence in the Bible 
when I think of all the bewildering accre- 
tions, the allegorical interpretations, it seems 
almost marvelous that thetauthenticity of a 
single phrase of the Bible has been left to cut 
its way into our conscience, and to move it upon 
our life with practical and compelling power. 

Somebody asked Coleridge once if he wasn’t 
afraid of ghosts, and Coleridge said, ‘‘No, Iam 
not afraid of ghosts.” And the man said, 
“Well, Mr. Coleridge, why are you not afraid 
of ghosts?’ And Coleridge answered, “‘I am 
not afraid of them, because I have seen so 
many of them.” 

Now, as a matter of fact, the real reason for 
believing in the fundamental and continued 
power of the Bible to grip men is just that 
it has survived friends and foes who have done 
the worst they could for so many centuries, that 
there doesn’t seem any immediate possibility 
that it will lose its power to survive any con- 
trary ideal. 

But I was about to get at this aspect of the 
matter, namely, that if it is true that any 
power the Bible possessed comes out of the 
fact that it burns its way up from human 
struggle—that the Psalms, for instance, wing 
themselves with the light of spirits made 
triumphant and victorious through the grace 
of God; that the old stories of righteousness 
and virtue, the old stories of the punishment of 
sin, and the reward of goodness, and all those 
intimate and extraordinary expressions of the 
love of God as it breaks itself in upon the life 
of man—if it is true that all these things speak 
to us not because of any formal or mechanical 
theory about them, but just because they do 
speak in their own inevitable, inherent vital- 
ity—if that is true, then there is nothing to 
be afraid of. 


And if it is also true that the compelling and 


winsome and whitely-glowing life of Jesus, the 
high splendor of its loftiness, and the purple- 
red sacrificial glory of its Cross, and the mighty 
blooming beauty of its resurrection, speak to 
men, because the very inherent quality of them 


captures some deep need of our hearts and lifts — 


and interprets our lives to themselves—if that 
is true, then all you have to do about the 
Bible is to let it speak. 

Now, that is tremendously important in 
two ways. Itis tremendously important in the 
first place, because it will deliver us from a 
great many needless fears. You know there 
was a man in the United States, not very long 


ago, who was going to vindicate the history of — 


the Book of Jonah. Now, I am interested this 
afternoon in speaking about that question. 


Aird « 


| 
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Were you immensely interested in the method 
by which that man attempted to vindicate it?” 
“Why,” he said, “it is obviously true that 
Jonah’s story is dependable, because I myself 
have seen in the Mediterranean a fish big enough 
to swallow a whole trawler full of Jonahs.”’ 
Now I want to call your attention to the subtle 
scepticism of his sentence. In his utterance 
was this, that if there didn’t exist somewhere 
in the natural order of fish one big enough 
to take care of Jonah, then you couldn’t believe 
in the Book. In other words, my only trouble 
with that man is that he is a skeptic. 

I believe in a God who could make a fish, if 
he wanted to, big enough to swallow this 
Coliseum; but I have my own private opinion 
as to whether he would want to, or not. 

In other words, we are absolutely delivered 
from an artificial fear of honest and legitimate 
searching of the Scriptures, working out the 
real problems of their date and authorship, 
working out the real problems of their relation- 
ships in a thousand directions, if we once 
understand that this tremendous literature 
burning with the passion of its own revelation 
of God as he speaks to men has such tremen- 
dous power that, whatever you say about a 
problem of date or authorship, it is still true 
that this book has the words of eternal life. 

We are delivered from needless fears when 
once we get a vital view of what the Bible 
does for us. All that was illustrated once 
by Robert William Dale, that amazing minister 
in Birmingham, who when he worked his way 
through to some such point of view as I have 
been outlining to-day, came across a Japanese 
gentleman. This Japanese gentleman had 
read the books of almost all the great religions. 
He had never been satisfied by what he found 
in any one of them. And finally he got hold 
of the Gospel according to John—just_picked 
up a little fragment of it somewhere. He read 
that Gospel through, and before he got to the 
end of the fourteenth chapter he flung himself 
down on his knees and said: ‘‘I do not know 
much about the one who is portrayed there, 
but I have never read anything like it. And 
the thing that is said there is the thing I want; 
the leadership I find there is the leadership I 
want; and the hope I find there is the hope 
on which I will depend.’’ And, as Doctor 
Dale used to say, “If this gentleman had 
believed that the fourth Gospel was written 
by Nebuchadnezzar, it would not have made 


any difference in its appeal to him.” Now, if 


you and I can get a grip upon great facts like 
that, we will be entirely free from that curious 
‘nervousness, that strange lack of large free- 
‘dom which comes when we know that the 
Bible has a tremendous and vital power that 


| will take care of itself. 
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We can let it go into the fiery furnace of the 
contemporary study of any period, knowing 
that while it will be burned it will not be con- 
sumed. 

And then the second thing that is done by 
this kind of point of view is this: That if you 
once understand that the power of the Bible 
is that it comes out of life, and eventuates in 
more life, your perpetual endeavor in inter- 
preting the Bible will be to get close to the 
experience out of which it came. 

Now, I have not a moment’s condemnation 
surely for the closest grammatical study, for 
the most thorough-going attempt to master all 
linguistic problems, for every endeavor to use 
all the intimate and refined utensils of the 
closest research, nor to get every bit of light 
on every passage of the Old Testament and 
the New—but, after all, the understanding of 
the Bible comes from two things: the finding 
of the kind of experience out of which a sen- 
tence came, and the bringing of a hungry, 
struggling life to appreciate the message of 
that sentence. 

There is no exegesis which in simple power 
equals the exegesis of a humble life ready to 
receive a true message. And when you once 
have that attitude, the Bible is all made over. 

May I just illustrate that by one or two illus- 
trations from contemporary students? Mr. T. 
R. Glover, the eminent scholar of Cambridge 
University, not very long ago, while he was in 
India, wrote a little life of Jesus, and in that 
life he spoke of the parables. And in that he 
said, ‘‘Now, of course, Jesus had always told 
stories. He used to tell stories to children 
when he was at the carpenter’s bench.” And 
then Mr. Glover put in this very telling re- 
mark. He said, ‘‘How do I know that Jesus 
used to tell stories at the carpenter’s bench? 
Why, because I know that such perfect stories 
as Jesus told in the parables were never the 
first stories told—there had to be experience 
and practice back of it.’’ In other words, 
you see, it was just simply applying the simple 
human quality of the way in which human 
experiences works to the New Testament. 

This is the thing that has ruined the Bible 
for multitudes of people. When I get a letter 
from my friend, I try to picture the mood in 
which he wrote it. But in the old way when 
I picked up the Epistles of Paul, I looked at it 
with a sort of solemn feeling that never under 
heaven could I conceivably understand the 
mood in which he said any single thing he 
said. While, of course, the glory of the Bible 
is that it leaps up out of the pages of human 
struggle; that it throbs its momentous way 
along the line of human activity; that it ex- 
plodes with the strange tragedy of human sin; 
that it shines with the sunrise splendor of a 
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new hope for humanity; and, from Genesis to 
Revelation, it is experience, experience, poured 
out in the form of human speech. Now, of 
course, the moment we begin to read the Bible 
in that way it becomes a new book to us. 

If you will take any epistle of Paul; if you 
will take any psalm; if you will take any book 
in the Bible, and begin reading it, the next 
timé you go to Bible reading, and say to your- 
self, “‘How did that man feel when he said 
this?” why, it will make it all over again. 
How did this man feel when he cried, “‘ Comfort 
ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God?” 

And suddenly you fling yourself back into 
that ancient life, and you see all the need of an 
oppressed and weary and discouraged people. 
You see the light flashing in the eye and glow- 
ing in the heart of a prophet as he comes out 
with winged words to put vigor and hope and 
strength and energy into those people. 

To get into the experience out of which the 
Bible came—now, of course, if this is true in 
other ways, it is supremely true in relation to 
the experience of Jesus himself. I know how 
it was true that long ago a woman said on a 
certain morning, ‘‘They have taken our Lord 
away.” She was weeping over an empty 
tomb; and a good many times since men who 
feared that the ideal of Jesus was being risked 
by certain interpretations, have quoted those 
words, and have said of certain thinkers, 
“They are taking our Lord away.” 

And now I dare say that there is no one here 
this afternoon who is committed in a more 
fundamental or definite or actual fashion than 
I myself to the highest possible view of the 
person of Jesus. I do believe in very truth 
that God looked into the world out of his 
eyes; that God spoke to the world through 
his voice; that God touched the world in his 
hands; that God walked about as he walked 
about; and that God in human life touched 
the need of men in that mighty wonder of the 
incarnate life. I also believe—and I am very 
deeply convinced that it is true—that, while 
that is true, one of the profoundest needs of 
contemporary life is the understanding that 
these Gospels tell not about a God who lived 
with men, as if he were a man, but about God 
become man, so that the struggle was a regular 
struggle, his fight was a real fight, his life was 
a real life, and his death, a real death. 

And when I follow him through the agonized 
strangeness of his sacrifice; when I look on the 
splendor of his victory; when I listen to the 
power of his speech all of the divine as it rings 
with the authenticity of a definite and genuine 
and actual human experience, I do not want to 
have to say about any interpretation of him, 
‘*They have taken away my friend, and I do 
not know where they have lain him.”’ 
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In other words, we must keep the high and 
summoning power of the loftiest view of the 
person of Jesus, and as we keep that we must 
keep the most definite consciousness that he 
was a real man, tempted in all points like as 
we are, living our lives, entering upon its limi- 
tations, and so being our very brother in the 
midst of the fight. 

And it all comes about to this: This great 
Society, busy spreading copies of the Old 
Testament and the New over the entire world, — 
so that men and women and little children of 
every continent bending over unfamiliar pages 
and looking upon words in an unfamiliar rela- 
tionship, have dawned upon them the conscious- 
ness of a God who broke his way into human 
life in the glory of a great revelation through 
prophets; who sang his way into human life 
in all the ecstasy of the Old Testament; who 
believed in Him and lived with Him; and who 
at last, in the unparalleled splendor of one 
matchless deed, walked across the world in 
the high and commanding power of the Incar- 
nation, bending with tenderness to all human 
problems, lifting the burden of all human woe 
and agony, and at last flinging wide his arms. 
in the tragedy of pain and death, and then 
climbing up out of death into the triumphant. 
splendor of the Resurrection morning. 

It comes to this, I say, that these men 
and women and boys and girls, everywhere 
reading this book, are not thinking about 
critical problems, one way or another. They 
are thinking of this message of a God who 
couldn’t keep out of human problems; of 
a God who loved his way under the burden 
of human pain and sin; of a God who lifted 
the dead weight of human incapacity with his. 
own mighty arms; of a God who buried his. 
own heart to the eternal pain of a great sacri- 
ficial gift of himself to the world—that this. 
represents the thing so high and so noble that. 
it is worth any risk you can take’ to fling your-. 
self out in loyal dependence upon it and live: 
in the light of it until you die. 

For, after all, the real miracle, that not even: 
Hume himself could explain, is how under 
heaven such a conception ever got into the: 
human mind, unless it is true. . 

And so I close with this thing, that what. 
matters supremely in all this strange confusion. 
of the modern world is what kind of a God you. 
have. That boy in France—we are all fond’ 
of referring to him these days, and so I will 
take his name in vain, too—that boy in France: 
opening his New Testament and reading about 
that young man with the fierce energy of the: 
youth still in his blood, to whom a great pur- 
pose and a great commission was greater than: 
life so that he set his face to go to Jerusalem 
and to Golgotha—that young man knew this: 
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that in one place in the world there is a religion 
which has a God who is not a slacker, but a 
God who gets to the front line and a God who 
goes over the top, and a God who flings him- 
self out to death in the mighty impact of a 
passionate charge to save the world. Now, 
that kind of thing, of course, you test a-living 
it. That kind of thing you test by putting 
it in command of your life; and when you do 
that, life is productive, energetic, clean, and 
masterful; life renewed by the power of God, 
life enriched by the grace of Christ, goes forth 
to renew the world. 

And so this afternoon I congratulate this 
honorable and distinguished Society for all its 
fine record in the days that are gone, and for 
all the gracious and beautiful promise of its 
ministry in the days which are to come. 
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This Society belongs to that company of men 
and women who have discovered that the 
Bible isn’t a book at all; and the Bible isn’t 
a literature at all; but that the Bible is the 
palpitating account of the eternal God getting 
into relations with men—believing that the 
sending of it forth is worth any cost; believing 
that we will take risks on it, we will spread it 
abroad, we will fling its message out, and we 
will know that, at the setting of the sun, when 
other voices have perished into silence, the 
one imperial divine, the voice which speaks 
from the Bible, shall be the commanding 
voice at the set of the sun; and, as the 
new day comes, the commanding voice, as 
out of the darkness of night the world rolls 
into light, and it is daybreak—daybreak 
everywhere! 


Open Bible on William Taylor’s Grave 


By Rey. A. Wesley Mell, Secretary of the Pacific Agency 


ILLIAM TAYLOR helped lay the 

foundation for the Bible work on the 
Pacific Coast. In October, 1849, he helped 
to organize the San Francisco Bible Society, 
an Auxiliary of the American Bible Society. 
This society was organized by the representa- 
tives of the Protestant forces then in San 
Francisco. The 
organization was 
made in the 
Methodist Epis- 
copal Church on 
Powell Street. 
William Taylor 
was elected one 
of the first vice- 
presidents of this 


society. 
In the story of 
his life, William 


Taylor speaks in 
the highest praise 
of the American 
Bible Society. He says that the work of its 
auxiliary in California has grown and spread 
its branches over the state like a great 
banyan tree, and like the Tree of Life, its 
leaves, with the imprint of the Holy Scrip- 
tures in numerous languages, are for the 
healing of the nation. 

William Taylor throughout his world work 


THE OPEN BIBLE ON BISHOP TAYLOR’S GRAVE 


gave earnest support to Bible translation, 
printing, and distribution. When he estab- 
lished missions, as he did in Africa, among 
tribes who had not a written language, his 
first work was the translation of the Scrip- 
tures. He writes: 

‘‘When the language of the people had not 
been reduced to 
manuscript, much 
less to printing, 
and we had no 
interpreters, we 
had to sit down 
and pick the words 
out from between 
the teeth of the 
heathen; but in 
less than five years 
we had a gram- 
mar, and the Gos- 
pel. of St. John’ 
printed in Kim- 
bunda; and all 
our pioneer missionaries could witness, and 
teach, and preach in the language of the 
natives.” 

Thus it was fitting that on the grave of 
this great missionary pioneer we should place 
a floral piece of the open Bible,—the book he 
loved so much, and whose teaching he helped 
spread throughout the world. . 


154 


BIBLE SociETY RECORD 


Volume 66 


Harvest from a Planting in 1849 


N one of the states in the northern part of 
I Mexico, a man was pruning the trees and 
vines of his orchard, when a Scotchman 
chanced to pass and asked what he was 
doing. 

The Mexican replied, politely as they al- 
ways do: “Sir, lam cutting back the branches 
on these vines and trees in order to make them 
more fruitful.” 

The Scotchman then quoted in very good 
Spanish, and quite at length from the fifteenth 
chapter of St. John: ‘“‘I am the true vine and 
my father is the husbandman.”’ 

These words immediately interested the 
Mexican and made a great impression on his 
mind, and he wanted to know where the 
quotation might be found; but on learning 
that the words were in the Bible, he was very 
sorry because he was ignorant of Latin, and 
so could not read them. 


On the following day, however, he had in 
his hands a copy of the Bible in Spanish, 
the version authorized years before by the 
Church of Rome. 

These books have always been rare in 
Mexico and cost from $25 to $100 according 
to binding, etc. 

From that day the man became a Bible — 
reader. He had to suffer real persecution 
and imprisonment as the price of having and 
reading the Bible, but he never gave it up. 

This all took place in 1849, and to-day 
seven sons and some thirty grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren are living and growing in 
the light and freedom of the study of the 
Bible, and two of the sons are leaders and 
preachers of the Word. 

The American Bible Society is the only 
agency furnishing Bibles to the people of 
Mexico. 


Armenian Orphans and the Bible 


By Rev. Arthur C. Ryan, Secretary of the Levant Agency 


HE American people have heard much— 

too much, some may say—of the physical 
needs of the scores of thousands of Armenian 
orphans in Turkey. Most generously have 
Americans contributed to meet the cry of 
these destitute children for bread and cloth- 
ing. Have Americans heard of the spiritual 
needs of these same children? Many of them 
have learned that ‘‘man doth not live by 
bread alone’”’ and are crying out for “‘the 
Bread of life.”’ 

Below is a sample of the appeals which 
come to our office. This appeal came in this 
morning’s mail. After referring to the need 
of colporteurs and Bible-women, this mission- 
ary in central Asia Minor writes: 

“The greatest opportunity is in the work 
among the orphans. These boys and girls 
here in Talas are so eager to get copies of the 
Scriptures they have been buying the small 
copies of the Gospel and Psalms and paying 
for them with the only five-piasters (1. e. 4c.) 
they possess. When these orphan girls beg 
for these to buy to give as Christmas presents 
rather than to spend the money for thread 
to make a lace collar (which is also a much 


desired object), they show a real interest. 
So far we have not been able to give Bibles 
or portions of the Scripture, because we have 
but very few in stock. If your Society can 
send us for free distribution enough copies 
for 4,000 children, I know of no reasons for 
their not being most acceptable and appre- 
ciated. We could place 2,000 at once.” 

This appeal could be multiplied many 
times. These orphans are to be the fu- 
ture leaders among this great Christian race. 
Are their spiritual lives to starve because 
of a famine ‘‘of hearing the words of the 
Lord?” 

The Levant Agency is doing its best to 
supply these orphans with at least a portion — 
of the Bible in their native language. But, 
owing to greatly increased cost in production 
and transportation, it must turn a deaf ear 
to many appeals. If funds were available, 
we could supply many more thousands of 
separate Gospels or New Testaments. Will 
not American Christians also hear this cry of 
the children? ‘Inasmuch as ye did it unto 
one of these, my brethren, even these least, 
ye did it unto me.” 
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The Grave in the Desert 


By Dr. A. F. Ragatz 


HERE it was, like a gold-covered mound, 

as the slanting rays of the setting sun 
covered it with the glory of that soft light 
that heralds the passing of a day into the 
great silence of a desert night. _ 

The colporteur, weary from a long hot ride 
across the barren plain, had stopped near the 
door of a dugout. He was looking for ‘‘the 
settler,” when his eyes found the lonely grave. 
But at that moment the door of the dugout 
opened, and a gruff but kindly voice called, 
“How-da, stranger, come in!’ 

Two youths appeared and the horse was 
soon unhitched, the precious Bibles taken into 
the dugout, and the colporteur made to feel 
at home by the crude but generous welcome 
of the plains. 

One room, one table, two and a half chairs 
were all the home contained. The evening 
meal of “‘side pork,’’ canned tomatoes, and 
soda biscuit, was soon prepared—and eaten. 

During the meal few words were spoken. 
It was a busy time, the eating of the evening 
meal. After the meal there would be time. 
There would be no chores to do. Not even 
dishes to wash, for when the plates and cups 
were empty they need merely to be pushed 
back upon the table; the frying pan hung upon 
its nail; the coffeepot put back upon the stove. 

But the meal was over,—and the talk be- 
gan. It was a great day this—to have a 
stranger in the home. The nearest neighbor 
lived some forty miles away; then, too, that 
neighbor had a home of his own and did not 
come to this dugout to eat and sleep. 

It was a lonely group that waited for the 
news from the great world beyond: the father 
sixty-eight years old; two sons, one fifteen 
and the other eighteen. Neither of the boys 
had ever been to a larger town than the 
“settlement,’’ some sixty miles away, where 
less than a hundred people lived. 

Many things were told and eagerly listened 
to. The colporteur had traveled far and 
wide. He knew about the homesteads the 
government would open soon; he had come 
in over the Mesa trail and noticed how the 
tange was better than a year ago; he had 
talked with the foreman of the big ranch up 

by the river, and there would be a round-up 
soon; and so the conversation flowed. 

_ Adroitly and by degrees the thoughts of all 
were turned to other things. Whose were 
these plains, the hills, the far-away river 
winding its mysterious course to a great ocean 
still farther on? Who was it that made the 
plains, ‘the sun, the stars? Why were all 
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these things made at all, and where did we 
fit into this sublime program that the maker 
had in mind? What was it all about? Was 
there nothing beyond the sand hills to the 
west? If so, was there a beyond after that? 
Did this range contain all there was, and did 
this life contain all the soul of man could 
hope for and achieve? 

Here then was found the open door. None 
of the three had ever seen a Bible as far as 
they knew. None of them had ever asked 
himself these searching questions. None 
of them had ever felt his personal need of 
God, nor had they ever heard the story of 
his redeeming love. 

True, when, a few months before, the wife 
and mother had passed away, they had won- 
dered why death had robbed them of her 
presence. But, how could it be helped? In- 
deed, there was no help atall. Does not every 
living thing face death? And, reasoning 
thus, with friendly neighbors’ help they laid 
her in the grave so near the dugout home— 
without a prayer, or song, or Scripture verse. 

Long and late they sat about the rough 
table in that room. Tenderly this humble 
man of God read them the story of the cross. 
Confidently he explained the plan of life for 
this world and the promise of a resurrection 
to the life beyond. In deepest silence father 
and sons listened to the words that fell like 
rain upon the parched ground. Finally, 
when the climax of a trustful, personal sur- 
render to God was reached, he offered them 
the Friend of the friendless, and then and 
there the three kneeled down with him and 
made their acquaintance with God. 

Soon the morning came, and the colporteur 
must be on-his way. He was now saying 
good-bye; the father held his hand and how 
he struggled to keep back the tears, as looking 
over toward the silent mound nearby he said, 
“‘Oh, brother, if only you could have come 
before she went.” 

It is not the lonely grave that calls us to 
this scene, but the father and the boys. 
There are many such homes. Not on the 
plains alone, but everywhere,—thousands of 
them found annually by colporteurs of the 
American Bible Society. Thousands of par- 
ents and children without the hallowed in- 
fluence of the Book of books consciously 
touching their lives at any point. One can- 
not help but wonder what these men and 
women without the Bible to-day will be to- 
morrow. They need the Word. God help 
us to take it to them. 
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AM in need of 100 more Testaments. I 

have received the names of almost 100 
children, who have recited as follows to get 
a Testament: Psalm 1 and 23, the first 12 
verses of Matt..5, and the ten command- 
ments. The teachers to whom the children 
have recited told me that most of these Testa- 
ments go into the homes where there is no 
Bible. It is perfectly wonderful how these 
children work to get these small gifts, and 
what it means to them when they get it. 
They carry it with them and read it, and the 
parents who are not accustomed to read the 
Bible read it. Putting them in the homes 
this way means more than putting them there 
in any other way. I write the name of every 
child in the book, and what he did to get it. 
I believe it would be a wonderful work if I 
could make this offer in every public school 
in the country. 

It would take a lot of Testaments to supply 
the demand, and I could not begin to under- 
take it unless the American Bible Society 
could back me up with very liberal grants. 
I want you to send me 100 of the Y. M. C. A. 
New Testaments like the last ones you sent 
me. If you do not feel justified in making 
the full grant, I will pay part or all myself. I 
feel like this is a great method of seed sowing, 
and that a harvest will come forth in eternity. 

I will send you the pictures when the teach- 
ers get a chance to make them and let me 
have them. These Testaments go to chil- 
dren in one of our large consolidated county 
schools. The teachers have been of the 
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greatest value in getting these children to do 
the memory work. This school has between 
300 and 400 pupils in it. 

My work is strictly home mission work. I 
have just finished my seminary course, and 
have regular work with the Synod’s Com- 
mittee of North Carolina. Before I came 
here I spent two summers in the mountains 
of Virginia, one in Nelson County, and the 
other in Patrick County. I at once became 
a believer in giving the people the Word of 
God, and I believed the way to give it to 
them was to have the young people, especially, 
to memorize certain portions of the Scripture 
and give them a Bible, ,\Testament, or Bible 
portion, for their work. At a Sunday-school 
conference held in Charlottesville, Va., I ex- 
pressed these ideas to the conference. It 
was there that I found a valuable friend in 
the Rev. M. B. Porter, who came forward 
after the meeting and offered to let me have 
the Testaments. Since then I have received 
from him 125 Testaments, and something like 
300 Bible portions. I think I 
have made the wisest distri- 
bution of these that could 
be made, and the value of 
the generous contribution to 
my work cannot be estima- 
ted. Ihave been able to en- 
list the interest of the chil- 
dren and young people in lay- 
ing up God’s Word in their 
hearts, and only the shores 
of Eternity will reveal the 
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results of this. I have had something like 
4,000 verses of Scripture memorized. My pol- 
icy has been to have them do something for 
what they get, and they appreciate it more. 
I write in each prize book what they do to get 
it, andtheirnames. Everywhere the children 
have just been delighted with it. I have found, 
when I give them these Bible portions, that 
they read them, and the parents of the chil- 
dren who receive them, and are not Bible 
readers, read them, too. Many of them read 
them through that night after I give them 
out. At the present there is certainly a lot 
of interest in Wilson County. The teachers 
at some of the public schools have heard that 
I give the different rewards for memory work, 
and have written asking if I would give them 
to the children there. In each case I have 
answered, Yes. 

I don’t think I can do a better work than 
to put God’s Word in the hands of children, 
and get them to lay up some of it in their 
hearts. I now have something like 500 
working at it. Being able 
to offer these portions has 
created a world of interest 
in our Sunday schools. A 
few Sundays ago, the boy 
who is said to be the mean- 
est boy in the whole com- 
‘munity carried away his 
Testament for work he has 
done. He was the proudest 
boy you have ever seen. 
Everybody was delighted 


to have him get it, and are talking about 


the change that has come in him. The 
Testament gave us leverage with which to 
get him. 

Another boy has done his work and is 
ready for his Testament, but his parents do 
not believe in Sunday school and won’t let 
him come to recite his Scripture and get his 
Testament. They are having a hard time 
to keep him away from Sunday school, as 
he wants to get in with the rest. I expect to 
see that he gets his Testament, but I hope he 
will obtain to come to Sunday school to get it. 

Where the people are too old to work for 
a Testament or Bible, and do not have one, 
I give them one any way. They deeply ap- 
preciate them, too. 

I gave a man who was 40 years old a Testa- 
ment, and he stood, with tears running down 
his cheeks, and said that it was the most 
valuable gift that he had ever received. It 
was an impressive scene. I gave another 
man one, and he told me that he prized it 
so much that he would not take $10 for it. 
There is always a right time to give these 
out, and I try to pick that time. They value 
it more, and it is more service to them. Most 
of them carry these Testaments and Bible 
portions in their pockets. 

I appreciate what the Bible Society has 
done for me in this way more than I can tell 
you, and only our Heavenly Father knows 
what putting his Word in the hands of the 
children of men will mean. May he con- 
tinue to bless you richly. 
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Episcopal Consecration and the Bible 


HE very impressive service connected 

with the consecration of the tenth bishop 
of New York, the Rev. William Thomas 
Manning, $.T.D., D.C.L., in the cathedral 
church of St. John the Divine, New York 
City, on May 11, 1921, had many phases of 
significance. 

It was a beautiful service in its appeal to 
the eye, from the moment when the procession 
left the old Synod Hall and wound its way 
through the cathedral grounds to Amsterdam 
Avenue, and then across the foundations of 
the unfinished nave to the high altar, and 
throughout the movements in the carrying out 
of the service in the choir and before the altar. 

It was beautiful also in its music—the pro- 
cessionals, the anthems, the hymns, and the 
service of the organ being a unity of harmony 
unusual in its appropriateness and perfection. 

It was a service of deep humility. The 
bishop-elect kneeling at the chancel steps, 
while ‘Veni, Creator Spiritus” was sung, will 
never be forgotten by those who saw it. 

This note is written to refer to the very sig- 
nificant use of the Bible throughout it all, 
showing the place which the Bible holds in 
the life of the church. 

In the Order for the Administration of the 
Holy Communion, as every one knows, oc- 
curs the Lord’s Prayer, the Commandment 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart.” Then followed the collect, ‘‘Give 
grace, we beseech Thee, to all Bishops, the 
Pastors of thy Church, that they may dili- 
gently preach thy Word,” the Epistle, the 
Gospel, the subscription of the bishop-elect 
to the constitutional declaration which begins, 
“I do believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments to be the Word of God, 
and to contain all things necessary to salva- 
tion”; then the word of the presiding bishop 
preceding the prayer of the congregation, 
“Brethren, it is written in the Gospel of St. 
Luke, that our Saviour Christ continued the 
whole night in prayer,” etc.; and, after the 
prayer, ‘‘to him that is to be consecrated,”’ 
“Brother, forasmuch as the Holy Scripture 
and the ancient Canons command,” etc., 
“Are you persuaded that the Holy Scriptures 
contain all doctrine required as necessary for 
eternal salvation through faith in Jesus Christ? 
And are you determined out of the same Holy 
Scriptures to instruct the people committed 
to your charge, and to teach or maintain noth- 
ing, as necessary to eternal salvation, but that 
which you shall be persuaded may be con- 
cluded and proved by the same? * * * Will 
you then faithfully exercise yourself in the 
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Holy Scriptures, and call upon God by prayer 
for the true understanding of the same; so 
that you may be able by them to teach and 
exhort with wholesome do¢trine, and to with- 
stand and convince the gainsayers? * * * 
Are you ready, with all faithful diligence, to 
banish and drive away from the church all 
erroneous and strange doctrine contrary to 
God’s Word; and both privately and openly 
to call upon and encourage others to the 
same? * * * Will you maintain and set 
forward, as much as shall lie in you, quietness, 
love, and peace among all men; and diligently 
exercise such discipline as by the authority of 
God’s Word, and by the order of this church, 
is committed to you?” 

During the laying on of hands, the pre- 
siding bishop delivered to the elected bishop 
the Bible—a beautiful bound copy, which had 
been presented to the bishop-elect by- his 
friends—and said to him: ‘“‘Give heed unto 
reading, exhortation, and doctrine. Think 
upon the things contained in this book,”’ etc. 
In the prayer for the whole state of Christ’s 
Church militant is the petition, ‘‘Grant that 
all those who do confess thy holy name may 
agree in the truth of thy Holy Word, and 
live in unity and godly love.’”’ Then come 
the “‘comfortable words,’ and, in conclusion, 
the one hundred and fiftieth Psalm. 


Ten New Languages 


"THE British and Foreign Bible Society an- 
nounces that during its current year ten 
new languages have been added to the list of 
those in which the Society has published or 
circulated the Scriptures. Of these, eight 
are in the dialects of Africa. Probably the 
most widely read of these translations will be 
the one in Cape Dutch, or Afrikaans, a ver- 
nacular current among a million and a half 
of British subjects in South Africa—including 
half a million colored people—many of whom 
are unable to follow the classical Dutch Bible. 
The translation was undertaken in response 
to an official request from the Synods of the 
Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa. 
Tentative editions of St. John’s Gospel and 
two minor Prophets have now appeared. 

The ten new versions here announced raise 
the total number in the Society’s Historical 
Table of Languages to 538. Of these, 160 
fresh names have been added since the pres-. 
ent century began. The list now includes 
the Bible completed in 135 different forms 
of speech, and the New Testament com- 
pleted in 126 others. :. 
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HE World’s Christian Endeavor Conven- 
tion, which was held in New York City 
_ July 6th to 11th, adopted as its new slogan ‘“‘A 
~Warless World by 1923.” Many will re- 
'member that the previous slogan of the con- 
»vention has been ‘‘A Saloonless Nation by 
1920.” The American Bible Society had an 
}exhibit at the convention, and co-operated 
‘with the program committee by nominating 
| a speaker to present the Bible cause through- 
}out the world. Hon. William Jennings Bryan 
/ was the speaker selected. The Bible Society 
is glad to feel that the ministry of the Bible 
has made possible the adoption of such a 
-slogan as ““A Warless World,” not as a re- 
mote ideal, but as a condition which will short- 
Ty be realized. 

Tue following resolution was adopted by 
the Northern Baptist Convention at Des 
Moines, June 28, 1921: 

“We reaffirm our appreciation of the 
~work of the American Bible Society and of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, as 
expressed by us at Denverin 1919 and at 
Buffalo in 1920. 

‘“We believe that the circulation of the 
Scriptures in the languages of the people 
is fundamental in all our missionary work 
at home and abroad, and we recognize the 
Bible Societies as helpers in our great 
program. In particular we commend the 
American Bible Society to the generous 
consideration of our churches in the sup- 
port of its work.” 

This is in line with the increasingly inti- 
mate relations that have been developing be- 
tween the Bible Society and the various de- 
nominational bodies. 

Me. Cuurcuitt H. Curtine, President of 
the American Bible Society, has been pleased 
to receive and acknowledge the invitation of 
the faculty and trustees of the Peking Union 
Medical College to attend the dedication of 
their building and the medical conference, 
which is to be held in Peking this September. 
It would be a great pleasure to Mr. Cutting 
personally and an honor to the Bible Society 
if it were possible for him to attend the 
opening of this institution, which prophesies 
untold benefits to China. 
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Ir is with great regret that we record the 
death of the veteran Agency Secretary for 
China, Dr. John R. Hykes. Dr. Hykes was 
for nearly thirty years our representative in 
China. The short interval of time between 
the news of Dr. Hykes’ death and the pub- 
lishing of the Recorp has made it impossible 
to prepare the fitting recognition of his life 
and service which we wish to publish. We 
shall give large space in the October number 
to the interests of China, and in that con- 
nection will have an appreciation and narra- 
tive of Dr. Hykes’ long and efficient service 
with the Society. 

The Rev. George Carleton Lacy has been 
appointed successor to Dr. Hykes, and he 
will be introduced to the REecorp readers in 
the same issue. 

A Group of young men from various schools 
in Maryland are spending their vacation in the 
distribution of the Bible as colporteurs for 
the Maryland Bible Society. This is a form 
of service which has been very useful in vari- 
ous parts of the country, notably in Vermont 
and Massachusetts. 

IN its issue of June 16th, The Methodist, of 
Baltimore, has a major article entitled “A 
Baltimorean Honored,” which is an appreci- 
ation of Mr. J. Henry Baker, well-known 
Baltimore attorney and prominent Congrega- 
tionalist layman, who was recently elected a 
vice-president of the American Bible Society. 
The article speaks very highly of Mr. Baker, 
and gives a brief history of the Bible Society 
and its work. 

Tue Omaha Bee says, ‘‘Bibles in 538 lan- 
guages and to the number of 8,655,791 were 
distributed throughout the world last year, 
but the effect is not so great as one might 
have hoped.” 

TuE Rev. Lewis B. Chamberlain, Recording 
Secretary of the American Bible Society, with 
his family is spending his vacation in Eng- 
land. By request of the Board of Managers, 
he bears the greetings of the American Bible 
Society to our English associates. 

Tue Protestant Teachers’ Association of 
New York City, whose object is “‘to promote 
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the religious and social welfare of the chil- 
dren of New York,’’ conducted 20 week-day 
classes for children after school hours, during 
the past season. The educational director, 
Miss Mary W. Newton, writes: 

Our classes have three terms of ten weeks each, 
and the children give their donations for some one 
object each term, The last 10 weeks was a mis- 
sionary course on the travels of the Bible and its 
mission in the world, and the children gave an aggre- 
gate sum of $175 ‘‘to help the Bible loop the world”’ 
and fulfill the great commission. Accordingly I am 
sending you the enclosed check, backed by the in- 
terest and prayers of about 800 children. 

This is one of the most interesting and en- 
couraging bits of co-operation that we have 
had for along time. Ifit can be done in New 
York City, it can be done anywhere. 


Tue following letter will carry its own mes- 
sage to any members of the legal profession 
who may read it. Would it not be a good 
plan for non-legal readers to remember that 
lawyers very frequently are called upon to 
advise clients in the disposition of a part or 
all of their property by will; and lawyers who 
are informed on the work of the American 
Bible Society may, with great assurance, 
suggest the inclusion of the Bible Society 
among the legatees of the client. 

_I wish to acknowledge receipt of check for $25 ser- 
vices in full in re Eugenia Hale legacy and wish to 
thank you for the same. I occasionally have a will 
to draw for a client, who is the last one in the family 
and desirous of leaving money to a good cause. I 
will keep your Society in mind, as I believe it is doing 
a good work. If I am not mistaken, I carried one of 
your Bibles for two years during the war in France 
and Germany, and, while I am not overreligious, I 
found it ‘‘an ever-present help in time of trouble.” 

Respectfully yours, 
ina. 


WE read in the Zion’s Herald, of Boston: 


-The Bible is not a book to be let alone or which 
will let men alone. It intrudes unceasingly upon 
notice; it sells well upon the bookstands; it makes 
books in turn by the hundreds. All literature is shot 
through and through with Scriptural figures, parables, 
dreams, and proverbs. It will not do to neglect such 
a book or to allow the young to grow up in ignorance 
of its contents. The republic will not survive, if its 
social life be determined for it by embittered, unbe- 
lieving, uninstructed poor, or by dancing, dawdling, 
profiteering rich. It would bea thousand pities for 
any man, because of either the pinch of poverty or 
the pride of a full-fed life, to find no time for com- 
munion with the prophets of Israel, or for admiration 
of the martyrs of an apostolic age. Unthinkable in 
any case would be an almost complete ignorance of 
the character, teaching, and will of Jesus of Nazareth, 


God’s Son from heaven. 

In view of the above quotation, it is not 
reassuring to learn that in a freshman class 
of several hundred members, in one of the 
leading New England colleges always identi- 
fied with church interests, only one student 
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last year was able to correctly answer this 
question, ‘‘What is the Pentateuch?” 

Not infrequently contributions are received 
at headquarters which give us new realization 
of the wonderful place that the Bible and the 
Bible Society have in the hearts of devoted 
people throughout the world. An aged 
minister of the United Presbyterian Church, 
now living in California, has recently sent one 
hundred dollars, which is one-tenth of his 
lifetime savings. He writes: 

I have given my life to my Saviour. This pittance 
is now the tenth of all I have, which I give the Bible 
cause—which Bible I have preached for 54 years. 

He has certainly proved his right to sign, 
as he does, ‘‘A Friend of the Bible.” 


Dr. J. B. GamBRELL, president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention for several 
years, died recently at an advanced age. He 
was active up to the time of his last illness, 
which was not long continued. He had just 
returned from an important mission to Europe 
on behalf of the convention, and his heart and 
mind were full of the plans for advancing 
the kingdom, especially in the Central 
European countries. He had long been a 
master of men and assemblies, and for more 
than half a century had been a leading figure 
in religious circles, especially in the South. 
He was interested in the ministry of the 
Word and its circulation, and the courtesies 
which he extended to the Bible Society at 
the Southern Baptist Convention in Wash- 
ington, in 1920, are gratefully remembered. 
He was a lover of the Book and a friend of 
the American Bible Society. 


ON a recent date we received contributions 
designated for four different features of our 
work—showing that people are interested not 
alone in the general distribution of the Book, 
but in particular classes of people to whom 
they wish the blessings of the Word extended. 
These contributions were ‘‘For Lepers,”’ ‘To 
Help Bible Loop the World,” ‘‘For China,” 
ands Por -Ltalyy es 


WE continue to receive commendatory re- 
ports of the presentation of ‘‘The Pilgrim 
and the Book.” From El Paso, Illinois, 
comes this report: 

We were more than pleased with the results. Our 
town has a population of about 1,800. The attend- 
ance was above 1,500 people; the impression made by 
the pageant was universally complimentary. We 
took in enough by free-will offering at the door tc 
meet all expenses. We had to buy our costumes. 
except for leading characters—those we rented. ~The 
color effect was fine. Our talent executed the story 


z 


: 
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y well. We had a number of students returning from 
k colleges, which gave us a fine array of talent. Our 
« cast, singers and all, were about 80 in number. We 


y were very fortunate in a place for it. We have a 
i fair association with a grand stand that will seat three 
i thousand people. We built the platform in front of 
{this and had an ideal night for it. 

You need have no hesitancy in recommending the 
¢ story for this sort of thing. 


THE will of James B. T. Tupper, of Wash- 
iington, D. C., contains two provisions of in- 
‘terest to the American Bible Society. One 
: is a bequest of $50, which constitutes a grand- 
:mephew a Life Member. The other, on the 

death of his wife, constitutes a nephew a Life 
Member of the Society. Mr. Tupper was 
himself a Life Member and a donor. 


. . 
THE AMERICAN CHURCH 
21, Rue de Berri, Paris. 
: February 18, 1921. 
Genilemen: According to our custom in recent 


years, we received an offering last Sunday morning 
from the congregation as they left the church in be- 
half of the two great Bible Societies—the American 
Bible Society and the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety—the amount received to be divided equally. 
Though more than 300 francs, which was the portion 
for the American Bible Society, appeared quite a 
respectable amount in French money, it shrinks to 
only $25 when it comes to making remittance to 
your treasury, so adverse is the exchange just now. 
Nevertheless, I trust that you will receive this modest 
gift as a token of loyalty and interest, 

With sincere appreciation of the work of your 
Society always so fundamental to all Christian effort, 
Very sincerely yours, 

CHAUNCEY W. GoopricH, Pastor. 


WE detach the following paragraph from 
an article entitled ‘‘The Malas and Madigas 
of India,’ which appeared in the Record of 
Christian Work for April, 1921. 


Affliction opens the Bible at the right places. If 
you, strong man, with the radiant face and the full 
pocket and lacking nothing, were to open the Bible, it 
would open upside down, and at nothing. But you, 
broken-hearted mother; you, child of sickness; you, 
orphan and lonely one, your Bible falls open always 
at the right place.—Joseph Parker. 


Wecull from the Western Christian Advocate, 
of April 13, 1921, the following paragraphs: 

‘* Africa is the one mission field where it is easy to 
sell the entire output of the mission presses,” said one 
of the British representatives at the recent New York 
‘conference of Congo missionaries and board secre- 
taries, ‘‘and if we are to meet the demand we must get 
together, every missionary of us, and concentrate our 
efforts on the creation of a Christian literature for the 
Bantu tribes of the sub-continent of Africa. There 
are three hundred and eighty-three dialects, and one 
hundred have been reduced to writing.” Fifty 
million Africans speak the Bantu dialects. 
_ Sir Harry Johnston says that the language 1s a har- 
monious adjustment of vowels and consonants and 
has a logical grammar, and that it provides for a wide 
range and nice discrimination in the expression of 
ideas. . 
_ The first aim in creating a Christian literature in 
the vernacular is to translate the Bible, beginning with 
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parts of the New Testament. The great Bible so- 
cieties, such as the British and Foreign or the Ameri- 
can Bible Society, stand ready to print such major 
works. It is left for the mission presses to provide 
Sunday-school and general religious literature. 


Mr. Dwicut Marwiy, editor of the Troy 
Record, gives an interesting bit of news, which 
reveals a family interest in the American Bible 
Society covering a long period of time. Such 
lifelong interests and affections as these are 
what makes the Society rich beyond words. 
Mr. Marwin says: 

“In passing I might add that I think every 
member of my family in all its branches for 
three generations has been, or is now, either 
a Life Member or Life Director of your organi- 
zation. Even my children have been made 
Members by parents or grandparents.” 


THE intimate relations existing between our 
Society and the Brooklyn Bible Society make 
their loss equally our own. In the death of 
the Rev. William H. Hendrickson, we have 
lost a valuable helper. The-appreciation ex- 
pressed by the Brooklyn Society will voice the 
sentiments of the American Bible'Society. 


THE BROOKLYN BIBLE SOCIETY 


hereby put on record their sincere appreciation of the 
life and work of 


THE REy. WILLIAM H. HENDRICKSON 


the late president of this Society, and for many years 
an ae and faithful friend and helper in all its 
work. 

Recognizing the vital importance of the circulation 
and study of the Holy Scriptures among the citizens 
of Brooklyn, he was ever insistent, not only in plans 
and efforts for the distribution of the Bible, but in 
encouraging its public explanation and study. 

Moreover, not only as a member and officer of this 
Society, but as a faithful pastor and a diligent stu- 
dent of God’s Word, Mr. Hendrickson rendered in- 
valuable service to the cause of evangelical religion, 
both at home and in lands beyond the sea. 

As his associates in work for the Master, his fellow- 
students of the Word of God, his Christian friends 
who found his fellowship sweet, his co-operation effi- 
cient, and his counsel wise, we shall greatly miss him, 
and by his sudden translation are impelled to work 
more diligently while it is called to-day, knowing that 
the night cometh wherein no man can work, but also 
believing that this night but precedes the dawn of 
that day when our Lord ‘‘shall see of the travail of 
his soul and shall be satisfied.”’ 

To the wife and children and friends of Mr. Hen- 
drickson we extend our sincerest sympathy, commend- 
ing them ‘‘to God and to the Word of his grace that 
is able to build them up and to give them an in- 
heritance among them that are sanctified.” 

And in token of our love and affectionate remem- 
brance of him, we direct that this minute be spread 
upon the records of our Society, and that a copy be 
sent to the family of our brother, and be published 
in the city papers. : 

For the Brooklyn Bible Society. 

(Signed) ALFRED DEW. MAson 
J. G. SNYDER 
W. A. LAYTON 


Adopted April 18, 1921. 
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Committees of the American Bible Society 
For the Year 1921-1922 


Versions 
Ray. Reese F. Ausop, D.D. 
Rev. J. B. ReMENsNypDER, D.D. 
Rev. J. PRESTON SEARLE, D.D. 


Rev. H. A. Stimson, D.D. 
Pror. Oswatp T. ALLIS 
Rey. Ezra S. Tippre, D.D. 


Rey,oJs-Oscar Borp,, D:D; Tatcott WiLiiaMs, LL.D. 


Publication 


FREDERICK HARRIS 
Joun R. TABER 
HENRY W. SACKETT 


Roscoe C. E. Brown 
Tatcotr WILLIAMS, LL.D. 


Winturop M. Tutte 
OrRIN R. Jupp 


Home Agencies 

Mornay WILLIAMS 
Wo. H. KLENKE 
Rev. JoHn A. Marguts, D.D. 


Henry S. STEARNS, M.D. Joun R. TABER 
GeorGE D. BEattrys FRANKLIN S. EDMONDS 
SILAS FF. Hariocky M.D. 


Foreign Agencies 
Mrs. THEODORE WESTON JAMES R. Joy 
CuaRLES F. DARLINGTON ARTHUR L. BROWN 
Rev. FRanK Mason North, D.D., LL.D. 


C. Epcar ANDERSON 
J. MARSHALL STUART 
Miss ErteN McLean 


Ways and Means 


ARLANDO MARINE 
Ivy L. Lez 
Howarp O. Woop 


Roscoe C. E. Brown 
J. MARSHALL STUART 


E. Francis Hype 
LoGcan C. Murray 


Finance 
Joun T. Manson 
Ev_twoop M. RABENOLD 
WitiiamM H. KLENKE 


E. Francis Hype 
Espen E. Oxcotr 


PauLt R. Towne 
Henry A. INGRAHAM 


Anniversaries 


Bisuop LutHer B. Witson, D.D. Rey. Cuas. MILs 

Rev. R. S. Ineris, D.D. JAMES PARKER 

Rey. FREDERICK KNUBEL, D.D. Rev. H. Percy SILtver 

Rev. Lewis T. Reep, D.D. Rey. Ws. V. Kettey, D.D. (Emeritus) 


Auditing 


ARLANDO MARINE 


Orrin R. Jupp 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


SECOND STATED MEETING 
HE second stated meeting of the Board 
of Managers of the American Bible So- 

(ciety in its one hundred and sixth year was 

‘held at the Bible House, June 2, 1921, at 

. 3:30 p.m., President Cutting in the chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by the 

Rev. Dr. Blekkink, who read the nineteenth 
Psalm, after which he offered prayer. 

The minutes of the first stated meeting of 
‘the Board of Managers were presented and 
} approved. 

The minutes of the Committee on Finance 
‘were presented and approved. 

The Treasurer presented minutes of a 
/meeting of a sub-committee of the Finance 
‘Committee held on June 1st, which were 
, approved. 

The report of the Auditing Committee was 
' presented and accepted. 

The minutes of the Committee on Ways 
, and Means were presented and approved. 

The minutes of the Committee on Versions 
' were presented and approved. It was voted 
‘that the plans suggested by the Conference 
/0n a revision of Yiddish Scriptures and the 
_Advisory Committee, be approved. The 
_ Advisory Committee nominated by the Con- 
ference was approved. This committee is to 
' carry foward all their work under the super- 
‘vision of the Committee on Versions, and 
Consists of the Revs. John Resnick, Henry L. 
Hellyer, Joel Levy, Thos. Chalmers, Henry 
Einspouch, E. M. McFadden, and E. 5S. 
Greenbaum. The revisers are as follows: 

Revs. Joel Levy, John Resnick, Henry Ein- 

-spouch, E. S. Greenbaum, and Paul Garten- 

haus. The revisers were requested to con- 

centrate their work on the Epistle to the 

Hebrews and the Gospel of Matthew. 

_ The General Secretary was requested to 
vite the co-operation of the missionary so- 
eties which these men are serving, and to 
k them to assist in the work by allowing 
eir representatives to give sufficient time 
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to this task while continuing their support, it 
being understood that the American Bible 
Society will take care of all the miscellaneous 
and general expenses connected with the re- 
vision, at present bearing no revisers’ salaries; 
it being further understood that the revisers 
and the Advisory Committee will work under 
the general rules that govern the Committee 
on Versions in all its translations and revision 
work as regards the text used, the introduc- 
tion of readings, notes, etc. 

The minutes of the Committee on Auxi- 
liaries and Home Agencies were presented and 
approved. 

The minutes of the Committee on Foreign 
Agencies were presented and approved. The 
following recommendation was adopted: 

“That, subject to the acquiescence of the 
Board of Foreign Missions of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, the Rev. Carleton Lacy 
be appointed Agency Secretary of the China 
Agency.” 

The minutes of the Committee of General 
Reference were presented and approved. On 
recommendation of the Board, it was 

Resolved that the Recording Secretary cast 
a ballot in favor of the standing committees 
as nominated-by the Committee of General 
Reference, with the addition of Dr. Talcott 
Williams as a member of the Committee on 
Versions. 

This having been done, the President an- 
nounced the standing committees for the 
one hundred and sixth year, as found on op- 
posite page. : 

The Secretaries reported the following con- 
signments to the Society’s Foreign Agencies 
during the month of May, 1921: 

To Japan, 930 volumes, valued at $457.80; 
to Mexico, 4,355 volumes, valued at $1,237.38; 
to West Indies, 2,310 volumes, valued at 
$1,137.12. Total, 7,595 volumes, valued at 
$2,831.90. a 

The issues from the Bible House during 
the month of April, 1921, were 152,838 
volumes. 

The meeting was adjourned. 


TuirpD STATED MEETING 


The third stated meeting of the Board 
of Managers of the American Bible So- 
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ciety in its one hundred and sixth year 
was held at the Bible House, Astor Place, 
New York, on July 7, 1921, at 3:30 p.m., 
President Emeritus James Wood in the 
chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by 
Mr. William H. Spencer, who read from the 
twenty-first chapter of Matthew. 

The minutes of the second meeting of the 
Board of Managers were presented and ap- 
proved. 

The report of the Auditing Committee, 
the minutes of the Committee on Publication, 
and the minutes of the Committee on For- 
eign Agencies were successively presented 
and approved. 

The Board of Managers, learning of the 
expected visit to England on the part of 
Recording Secretary Chamberlain and his 
family during his vacation, commissioned Mr. 
Chamberlain to bear the greetings of the 
American Bible Society to the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. 

On motion, the Rev. J. L. McLaughlin, 
Assistant Secretary, was authorized to sign 
checks on behalf of the Board. 

General Secretary Haven reported the 
death by drowning of Mr. Hooker, sub- 
Agency Secretary in China. 

General Secretary Haven presented a 
memorial minute on the Rev. Bishop Clinton, 
which was adopted, as follows: 


The Rev. Bishop George Wylie Clinton died Thurs- 
day morning, May 12, 1921, after a very short illness. 
He had just held the New Jersey Conference at 
Hackensack, N. J. 

Bishop Clinton was born May 28, 1859, in Lan- 
caster, S. C. His father and mother were both 
slaves. He received a part of his education in the 
state university at Columbia, S. C., in those recon- 
struction years when the university was opened to 
all of the citizens of the state without respect to race 
or color. He won a scholarship there by competitive 
examination. He entered the ministry of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church at the age of 19. 
He had spent a little time before this in the study 
of law, but gave that up and entered the theological 
department of Livingstone College. He served in 
the pastorate for thirteen years. He was the editor 
of the Star of Zion, one of the leading papers of the 
church. He was made a bishop at the General con- 
ference of his church at Mobile, Ala., in 1896, when 
he was 37 years of age, the youngest bishop ever 
elected by his church. 

Bishop Clinton had many interests. He founded the 
Quarterly Review of his church, and established Clin- 
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ton Institute at Rockhill, S. C. He was president 
of Atkinson College at Madisonville, Ky. He was 
chairman of the committee on organic union of his 
church, and he was one of the first who had to do 
with the organizing of the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America. He was a trustee of 
the International Sunday-Schogl Association; a mem- 
ber of the Advisory Committee of the American Bible 
Society; two or three times delegate to the ecumeni- 
cal conferences of Methodism. He was a trustee of 
the Jeanes’ Fund for Rural Schools, and in every 
way gave his life for the advancement not only 
of his people, but of the whole country, and he 
was interested in missionary enterprises throughout 
the world. 

Recording Secretary Chamberlain an- 
nounced that all members of the Board ap- 
pointed to standing committees for the one 
hundred and sixth year had signified accept- 
ance, with the exception of two from whom 
word had not yet been received—Dr. J. Pres- 
ton Searle and Dr. James R. Joy. 

The Secretaries reported the following con- 
signments to the Society’s Foreign Agencies 
during the month of June, 1921: 

To Caribbean, 12,450 volumes, valued 
at $4,004.05; to La Plata, 24,311 volumes, 
valued at $8,479.04; to Levant, 2,020 vol- 
umes, valued at $687,32; to Mexico, 2,455 
volumes, valued at $2,293,43; to West Indies, 
723 volumes, valued at $532.67. Total; 
41,959 volumes, valued at $15,996.51. 

The issues from the Bible House during 
the month of June, 1921, were 143,065 
volumes. 

The meeting was adjourned. 


HOW TO SEND MONEY BY MAIL 


Your money may be lost tf you enclose in an ordinary 
letter silver coin, bills, or postage stamps. 
THE SAFE WAY IS ONE OF THESE FOUR: 

1. Register the letter in which you send bills or postage 
stamps. Any postmaster will register a letter for ten cents. 
- 2, Send the money by Bank check or draft. 

3. Send it by an Express Company's money order, — 

4. Send it by a Post-office money order. . 

Whichever way is chosen, address the letter and make 
the check, draft, or order, payable to Gilbert Darlington, 
Treasurer, Bible House, Astor Place, New York. 


ae 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY 

I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, 
formed in New York in the year eighteen hundred and 
sixteen, and incorporated in the year eighteen hundred 
and forty-one, the sum of —— —, to be applied 
to the charitable uses and purposes of said Soctety. 
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RECEIPTS IN MAY, 1921 


1] LEGACIES HOME AGENCIES SPECIAL ENDOWMENT 
f Brodhead Legacy of Frances Atlantic...... $4,542 35 
C., late of Kingston, N. Y.. mat ON), Centrale. eve <1. cos. 5 eee TUCO cidete Mack il nessa MR NteE a FAA weld AE 
I Davis, Estate of David P., late Colored People of the “Wusee 1,753 77 [7 = a See 
zt aay Lee ae ae 500 00 Eastern : "661 75 
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___ of Janesville, Wik yos.. 5 : 10,146 30 Pacific : i a oe, 362 30 epee tae telat RON) 
} Patterson, | Legacy of Amos, South Atlamtiee cs «0.5 eats 1,737 95 IVCIELUL |S naa, Mone teas og mae $20,991 02 
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late of Clifton Springs, N. Y. 500 00 ~ Account vies oe 3,993 33 
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late of Miami, Fla. tee 9,589 77 Sey tion» Account. SNe ei: 473 72 
ae Home Agencies........ ; 19,841 5 
$20,991 02 Foreign ence ; ae 00 
FOREIGN AGENCIES Returns from Scriptures Do- 
eae 3 nated. Jats 73 
GIFTS SUBJECT TO LIFE IN- Pang a ae Nien $3 00 Special Endowment Fund. ... 100 00 
TEREST Ont Endless i..c Gus oe eee 1 00 a ee 
$49, 516 79 19 


, Amounts received during the $4 00 
BE cc Salvia Z an lein,.<s $4,100 00 — i 
MISCELLANEOUS 
AUXILIARY SOCIETIES From Home Agencies and Included From The Trade. . $1,583 28 
Credited Gredited in Home Agency Receipts ~ ore of Waste Materials 56 13 
as Donations on Ace’t Donations from Auxiliary Bi- “ Gc AS ee aU ues EE 2,656 69 
, Alabama........ an $92 25 ble Societies: “ Gites trom Churches & i ore 
, Auglaize Co., Ohio. $69 03 Belvidere, N. J.......-<<. $180 00 Orsanigati LER E Se : 
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ire Co., N. Y... 413 93 Morrellville Aux., Pa. 200 00 aca Otte ey eho 
| Cedarville, Ohio. 200 00 Pennsylvania ic. sic. + cole 421 24 (OTS RICCO Gi “fi mescea -. 3,962 88 
Essex Co., N. J. 256 06 Gifts from Churches and Or- “Per Sian tT edse Wan ace eRe 
Knoxville, Tenn.... 1 00 PanIZAtiOnss 4. >... cameals 1,486 71 “ Tikeres Stmeon “A ‘lable 2 60 
Livingston Co. N.Y. 4 03 Gifts from Individuals and Punds a pS r 
Long Island, N. Y.. 27 99 Other Sources......---+.+4 574 25 ce Investments Subject to meee 
ee rocctts seni = ate — Sea ae oat Life Interest........ 238 69 
— _ ea re ae ** Taney Legacy Income. 555 00 
ew Hampshire.... “Trust Funds Invested. . 84 63 
Pasquotank Go, yeig ts RETURNS FROM SCRIPTURES “* Diffusion of Information 16 09 
Se 76 17 DONATED For Transmission Abroad.... 50 00 
Rhode Island...... 44 23 “ Annuity Account In 
Rock Island Co., Ill. 104 69 Elliott, Albert R., Pastor, Lake-. waned : é 726 
Scioto Co., Ohio: . . 26 91 dle Math. |. BoC) aa! ey eee Pens 
Shelby Co., Ala.... 3 00 ikrezon, Michi... <= 4 «segemete 8 $0 77 $32,585 06 
St. Louis, Mo...... 640 27. Engstrom, Sister Bessie E., Rae ee 
eter Co., eee os 10 77 Pe eahay oe sea ebaes 67 
mington Female, oore, rs ugusta “9 i 
a 100 00 vametell, Olin! ese 60.00 Total Cash Receipts......... $82,161 85 
Go. Ges. © 36 42 Presbyterian Board of Publica- ; ———S 
—_——— tion and Sunday School f 
$3,993 33 Work, Sabbath School and. — JOURNAL ENTRIES 
Received on Dona- Missionary Dept:, Philadel- s Liberty Bonds, etc., received 
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: CASH STATEMENT FOR MAY, 1921 
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RECEIPTS DISBURSEMENTS 
| le hele aaa am se a = For Manufacturing Department—Materials, Wages, si9is 
UUs (Se Ben A eg Se oro soon a (von Mot enion aienn canine Coe oey ano aI. CURED 19,840 20 
Sales of Waste Materials.........-.+-- z 5 eee i “ Depository and Salesroom—Salaries, Boxes, Cart- a ‘ 
RES ETOGKIE ia © Snvele Rie wie suctaie 26 eee nic lofe esanencisicl® 4 Pein en pee DOT ODOT 000 a tI suop ems = 3,356 03 
“Bible ET opse FUGN Ges se cra esie rela nets mtaratay ani Oke 7,376 90 “ Scriptures Purchased. ......--eeseee eee teeeee 54 66 
Gifts from Auxiliaries........---.6eeeeeeeee 473 72 “©” General Salaries and Expenses. ......-..+-.++++ 4,670 61 
BETO PACICS oS ivie vino Fa eisiwie © coin ceyeye vie nn een nies 20,991 02 «* Treasurer’s Office—Salaries and Expenses....... 838 40 
3 Gifts PP Gy at ee cen eee cae er Bs y ve House Expenses—Taxes, Repairs, Fuel, Ny 
* Gifts from Individuals.......--.---++-+++++7+ MIBULANCE, CLC..c dire oucks vo Locales te > @elolejoisianetale 
“ Returns from Scriptures Donated......--.--- Tea ee Fox change Paidias seve cs ncherls pieclee mete fsieiers mielalsinte 6,405 00 
“« Bible Society Record......-.---+++++eeerreee 8 50 “ Remittances to Home Agencies.....---...++.-+: 12,829 21 
Home Agencies. ./..-.-++-++-esse00+ Et Paco 19,841 51 “ Remittances to Foreign Agencies........-+--++: 4,004 71- 
Foreign Agencies.......-.--+-seeereeer erste 4 Me 4 Behe Society-Re@cord. .. 1... erect seers ees eee oes oes 
_ Perpetual Trust Funds.......------++++e+-+ BTSLOTS oie cue etc toi ee ots s wan eerie eno ua a relea 
; aterast on Available Funds.......-+-+-+-++: 313 36 “ Income Payable to Beneficiaries..........--+---- 1,667 79. 
69 “* Diffusion of Information. .....-.++++-++esssees 1,033 61° 


_ Investments Subject to Life Interest... BAe lena 238 i 


- Taney Legacy Income.......------+++-- PEE 555 00 Legacy Expenses........ TO rane Sole eee 2 457 66 
_ Trust Funds Invested........---- Rp seriante ; 84 63 OTe reateyaie ins crete ecceste ace ers saat ate 4 16 93 
“_ Trust Funds Permanent........+---++++e0+7* 100 00 SS Minnaiation and Revision... seeenies a 30 85. 
__ Diffusion of Information.......----+--> eer 16 09 “ Income Available—Interest on Loans, etc....... 16 83 
Se SS Pe ator Onion 50 00 “ Taney Legacy Income..........+sssseseeeeres 555 00 
Annuity Account...........-00eseee reer eee aie 90 ec aha ae (Trust Funds).:......-+++-- eras i 
ann A aed ted.. DRS CG Re ¥¢ ae urch Budget Costs..........+++: Ba ieee 
5 eater ts ** Church and Other Appeals........--- Seer 1,884 41 
$82,161 85 . Payments to Auxiliaries......-++.++++++ Sacor é 3,419 24 
“* Tnsurance Paid in Advance..... pee SOOO vee 915998 152 
“* Miscellaneous Foreign........-+> Bd ROTC i 1,292 50 
“© Miscellaneous Home.........+++++ Lyra tiebsetionss are 250 00 
$90,689 83 
14,205 93 | Cash Balance to Jane, 1921... 34... PR cecaecode tanetote 5,677 95° 


Pate i i hte : a ea || vi ee AU hig 7 $96,367 73. 
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Universal Bible Sunday 


NOVEMBER 27, 1921 


(LAST SUNDAY 


IN NOVEMBER) 


Views year Universal Bible Sunday falls on Novem- 
ber 27th—or either adjacent Sunday. 

The observance of one Sunday in the year when the 

Book and its message, its circulation, and its influence 

are emphasized, is one of the most worth while features 

of a well-planned church program. 


Make Bible Sunday a time for 
stimulating Bible reading, for 
erecting family altars, for com- 
mitting Scriptures to memory, 
for encouraging children to own 
their own Bible, for procuring 
personal copies of the Bible, for 


placing it in Bibleless homes, | 
for helping its circulation the | 


world around, for making com- 
munity Bible canvasses, and 
in many other ways magnify- 
ing the ministry of the Book 


Literature will be sent without request to 


t 


itself. Why not realize some 
or all of these results in your 
church ? 


We offer free helps for the ob- 
servance of the day, especially 
adapted for either the regular 
church service or for Bible 
school. They will be ready 
early in the fall. A postcard 
request will assure your re- 
ceiving them as soon as they 


are published. 


all who used the literature of the American 
Bible Society for Bible Day in 1919 or 1920 
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